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TOWN  OF  PONOKA 


(REVISED  OCTOBER,  1963) 


1.  LOCATION 

Northwest  quarter  of  section  4-43-25- W4  in  Census  Division  No.  8 
and  on  Highway  No.  2 Edmonton  to  Calgary.  It  is  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Edmonton  to  Calgary. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,647  feet  Latitude  52/42  Longitude  113/35 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer 
Average  winter 
Average  annual 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  14.08  inches 

Average  annual  snowfall  40.9  inches 

Average  annual  precipitation  18.17  inches 

(Note — Sections  3 and  4 taken  from  the  weather  station  at  Lacombe) 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  underlying  rocks  in  the  Ponoka  district  are  shales  and  sand- 
stone which  were  deposited  in  lakes  and  deltas.  They  are  thus  fresh  water 
in  origin  and  are  several  hundred  feet  thick  in  that  area.  The  rocks  are 


59.2  degrees  P. 
10.5  degrees  F. 

36.3  degrees  F. 


The  Main  Street  of  Ponoka  is  a busy  thoroughfare 


grouped  together  by  geologists  who  call  them  the  Paskapoo  Formation,  and 
which  give  them  an  early  Tertiary  Age  which  began  some  fifty  million  years 
ago.  Since  these  rocks  were  deposited,  the  North  American  Continent  has 
been  eroded  and  only  a fraction  of  their  original  thickness  remains.  During 
the  Ice  Age,  glaciers  moved  over  this  area  depositing  on  the  surface  boulders, 
clay  and  similar  glacial  deposits.  Many  of  the  hills  and  smaller  elevations  in 
this  area  consist  of  glacial  deposits. 

6.  SOIL 

Ponoka  is  in  the  black  soil  zone. 

Vegetation — Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  wood- 
lands (mainly  deciduous  trees)  often  referred  to  as  a 

parkland. 

Profile — The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface 
horizon  that  averages  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more 
compact  sub  horizon  is  brown  to  dark  brown  and  the  lime  horizon  is  usually 
found  at  24  to  40  inches  below  the  surface. 

Fertility — Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province 
and  they  have  in  the  surface  foot,  3 to  4 times  as  much 
nitrogen  and  organic  matter  as  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil. 
Every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  de- 
teriorate. The  use  of  fertilizer  to  replenish  the  supply  of  available  nitrogen 
and  phosphorus  is  usually  a good  investment. 

Land  Use — A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly 
good  quality  can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming  includ- 
ing the  use  of  crop  rotation  and  fertilizer  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint 
of  both  profit  and  permanence. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  Town  of  Ponoka  derived  its  name  from  the  Cree  Indian  word 
“Ponoka”  meaning  “Black  Elk”. 

The  first  settlers  came  to  the  area  in  1881,  and  a large  influx  arriv- 
ed after  the  completion  of  the  'Canadian  Pacific  Railway  line  from  Edmonton 
to  Calgary  through  Ponoka  in  1895. 

During  the  North  West  Rebellion  in  1885  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Post 
was  fortified  and  named  Fort  Os'tell  after  the  Offieer-in-Command,  Captain 
John  B.  Ostell. 

In  1895  the  first  log  store  was  built;  it  also  housed  the  post  office.  In 
1900  Bennett  Armstrong  and  Company  from  the  United  States  opened  the 
first  bank  in  Ponoka,  which  operated  until  1901.  The  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce  opened  a branch  in  the  town  in  1903.  The  first  newspaper,  the 
Ponoka  Herald,  started  publication  Aug.  27,  1900.  The  name  is  still  used.  The 
still  used. 

Ponoka  was  incorporated  as  a town  in  1904. 

In  July,  1911  the  Provincial  Mental  Hospital  was  opened  in  Ponoka 
to  which  174  patients  were  transferred  from  the  mental  hospital  at  Brandon. 
The  hospital  grounds  cover  2,730  acres  of  which  1,400  acres  are  under  cul- 
tivation. During  the  last  war  the  hospital  opened  its  own  canning  plant  and 


supplied  other  hospitals  in  the  province  with  canned  fruits  and  vegetables. 
The  hospital  is  equipped  with  a modern  carpenter  shop  where  instructions 
are  given  by  qualified  personnel.  The  monthly  payroll  of  the  hospital  is  ap- 
proximately $150,000  and  there  are  over  450  employees. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  town  lies  along  the  valley  of  the  Battle  River  and  is  the  centre 
of  a prosperous  mixed  farming  area.  Visitors  to  the  town  are  impressed  by 
the  cleanliness,  paved  streets  and  sidewalks,  the  homes  and  the  business 
section. 

Lake  resorts  are  close  to  the  town  with  Gull  Lake  and  Pigeon  Lake 
being  the  closest. 

The  majority  of  the  homes  are  owner  occupied  with  the  average 
rent  for  a five  room  modern  bungalow  being  $85.00  per  month. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two-year  term  am 
six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  with  the  policies 
set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  town  has  its  own  police  force  consisting  of  a chief  and  foui 
constables.  Three  RCMP  constables  police  the  highway  and  rural  area. 

Police  Magistrates. 

Regulations : 

The  town  is  a member  of  the  Battle  River  Planning  Commission. 
All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings-  or  removal  of  buildings,  must  be  ap- 
proved by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act, 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Provincial  Health  Regulations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Alberta 
Gas  Protection  Act. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a full  time  fire  chief  and  22  firemen. 

Equipment — One  1952  - 500  GPM  pumper  with  500-gallon  tank,  one 
1929  - 420  GPM  pumper  with  300-gallon  tank,  2,650 
feet  of  2i/2  inch  hose,  1,050  feet  of  l1/?  inch  hose,  extension  ladders  roof  lad- 
ders, crowbars,  axes.',  coats,  boots,  etc. 

Water  Supply — Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  piped  into  two 
reservoirs  with  a total  capacity  of  250,000  gallons 
and  an  elevated  tower  with  a capacity  of  50.000  gallons.  There  are  66  fire 
hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 


12. 


TAX  STRUCTURE 


1963  Xet  Assessment 
Land,  100%  of  value  $1,320,400 

Improvements,  60%  of  fair  value  4,489,675 

Business  Assessment  657,862 

Power  and  G-as  Lines  42,110 


Total  Assessment  $6,510,047 

Mill  Rate: 

Municipal — 26.3  School — 29.4  Hospital — 3.5  Total — 59  mills 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  — 1,550.29  acres 
Streets  and  lanes  — 30.27  acres 
Parks  and  playgrounds  — 20,87  acres 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Bituminous  Bituminous 


Provincial  Main  

Provincial  Secondary  . 

Permanent 
......  1.85 

3.69 

Surface 

Gravel 

Total 

1.85 

3.69 

Lanes  

7.17 

7.17 

Streets  and  Roads  .... 

1.35 

5.54 

10.67 

17.56 

Total  Miles  30.27 

There  are  approximately  10  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk  with  curbs 
and  gutters. 


The  Ponoka  High  Schcol,  typical  of  the  tine  education  facilities 
offered  in  the  town 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  — 3.71  miles 
Sanitary  sewers  — 19.01  miles 
Water  mains  — 19.63  miles 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  purchased  by  the  town  from  Calgary 
Power  Limited.  The  town  distributes  power  to  the  local  residents  and  in- 
dustries. 

Rates : 


Service  Connections 

Type  of  Service 

Rates  Per  Month 

1,205 

Domestic 

3.9c  per  KWH 

205 

Commercial 

6c  to  iy2c  per  KWH 

68 

Power 

3y3c  to  1 2/3c  per  KWH 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  four  wells  which  are  250,  189  and  180  feet 
deep.  The  wells  are  rated  at  a combined  capacity  of  685,000  gallons  per  24 
hours.  The  water  is  pumped  into  a 50,000-gallon  elevated  tower  and  two 
reservoirs  of  a combined  capacity  of  250,000  gallons  and  into  the  water  mains. 

A survey  has  been  compiled  for.  the  town  on  the  possibility  of  using 
the  water  from  the  Battle  River  for  future  consumption.  The  average  daily 


flow  of  the  river  is  estimated  at  65  million  gallons. 

** 

Residential  and  Commercial  Rates: 

First  2,500  gallons  : or  less  use'd  per  month  — $3.00. 

Next  2,500  gallons  used  per  month  — $1.00  per  M gallons. 
All  over  5,000  gallons  . used  per  month  — - .75c  per  M gallons. 

Sewer  Rates : 

Domestic  — $1.50  per. month. 

. Commercial  — $1.00  to  $25.00  per  month. 

Water  Analysis: 

Parts  Per  Million 

Total  Solids  742 

Ignition  Loss  6 

Hardness  12 

Sulphates  117 

Chlorides  9 

Alkalinity  490 

Nature  of  Alkalinity — Bicarbonate  of  Soda,  Lime  and  Magnesium. 

Nitrites  nil 

Nitrates  nil 

Iron  08 

Fluorine  08 


Remarks : Chemically  this  water  is  suitable  after  iron  content  is 
settled  out. 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by  North- 
western Utilities  Limited. 

Rate  No.  1 — General  Rate: 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  20  Therms  or  less  us>ed  per  month  — $3.00. 

All  additional  Therms  used  per  month  — 4.5c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  charge 
per  therm,  other  than  the  first  20  therms,  shall  be  increased  by  3c  and  the 
gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  2 — Optional  Rate: 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  con- 
sumption is  more  than  11,900  therms. 

Fixed  charge  — $20.00  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  — 2.7c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $20.00. 

Rate  No.  3 — Optional  High  Load  Factor  Rate : 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual 
consumption  is  more  than  100,000  therms,  and  whose  consumption  during  the 
six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July,  August,  September 
and  October  is  not  less  than  40  percent  of  their  total  consumption  during 
the  year. 

Fixed  charge  — $20.00  per  month  plus  22c  per  month  per  therm  of 
maximum  12  hour  demand. 

Commodity  charge  for  all  consumption  — 1.7c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — fixed  charge. 

The  maximum  12  hour  demand  shall  be  the  greatest  amount  of  gas 
in  therms  delivered  in  any  12  consecutive  hours  during  the  current  billing 
period  or  the  preceeding  eleven  billing  periods  as  determined  by  the  com 
pany  by  measurement.  The  maximum  12  hour  demand  of  a new  customer  of 
gas  shall  be  estimated  by  the  company,  provided  that  the  company  may  with 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Public  Utility  Commissioners,  take  into  con- 
sideration in  determining  the  fixed  charge  the  effect  of  the  customer’s  de- 
mand for  gas  upon  the  company’s  peak  load. 

General  Conditions  Affecting  Rates  No.  2 and  No.  3: 

These  rates  are  available  only  on  annual  contract  which  shall  con 
tinue  from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other 
party,  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year  a written 
notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year 
it  shall  cease  and  determine. 

18.  L.  P.  GAS 

Heat  value  — 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  feet  at  60  degrees  F. 

lOOJb.  cylinders  — $3.50. 

Bulk  — 14c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 8,000  gallons. 


19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Summer  grade  — 18c  per  gallon. 

Winter  grade  — 18c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 36,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Very  little  coal  is  used.  Those  using  coal  secure  it  from  the  Camrose 
and  Alix  'and  Halkirk  mines  at  $4.50  per  ton  mine  run.  FOB  mine. 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Cattle,  hogs,  sheeps,  horses,  dairy  products,  poultry  products,  honey, 
cereal,  coarse  grains,  lumber,  sand  and  gravel,  oil  and  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal : 

Post  Office,  RCMP  Detachment,  17  Field  Dressing  Station  Armouries. 

Provincial : 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Provincial  Treasury  Branch,  Dis- 
trict Agriculturist,  Game  Warden,  Liquor  Vendor,  Civil  Defence,  Wetoka 
Health  Unit  (sub-office),  Police  Magistrate. 

Municipal : 

County  of  Ponoka  No.  3.  Town  hall  housing  (secretary-treasurer  and 
staff,  Council  Chamber,  Public  Works  Superintendent,  Light  and  Power  De- 
partment, Waterworks  and  Service  Department,  Police  Department,  Food 
Inspector,  Medical  Health  Inspector,  Recreation  Director),  Fire  Hall,  Pon- 
oka  Municipal  Library. 


Ponoka ’s  modern  hospital  is  located  on  the  outskirts  of  town 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Ponoka  General  Hospital  is  fully  modern.  There  are  51  beds  and 
10  bassinets.  The  staff  consists  of  a matron,  six  registered  nurses,  six  nursing 
aides,  one  lab  technician,  one  x-ray  technician. 

Public  Ward  Rates:  Residents — $1.60;  Non-residents — $11.50. 

Other  Health  Services: 

The  Wetoka  Health  Unit  maintains  a sub  office  in  town  with  one 
resident  nurse  in  charge.  Seven  doctors,  three  dentists,  one  chiropractor,  one 
dietician,  two  veterinarians,  two  drug  stors,  one  optometrist,  funeral  parlor. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 
(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  Number  of  Establishments 

Auditors  and  Accountants  3 

Barristers  2 

Barber  Shops  4 

Beauty  Parlors  3 

Watch  Repairing  3 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway — dayliner  service,  three  trains  daily  each 
way  between  Edmonton  and  Calgary  via  Ponoka. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines — seven  .buses  each  way,  Edmonton  and  Cal 
gary  via  Ponoka. 

Two  taxi  stands — three  cabs. 

Trucking — Freight  hauling  from  Edmonton  to  Calgary  via  Ponoka 
Two  local  trucking  companies  to  Red  Deer  and  Edmonton  daily,  five  vans. 
Local  delivery  service. 

Airfield  one  mile  south  of  town  for  light  crafts  onl}’. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Ponoka  Herald  — Weekly. 

AD  JOURNAL 

Ponoka  News  & Advertiser  — Weekly  (mimeographed). 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Post  Office,  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph,  Alberta  Government  Tele- 
phone, meanest  Radio  Station  (Lacombe  17  miles  south)  CBX,  nearest  Tele- 
vision Station,  Red  Deer,  CHCT  - TV. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 


Canadian 

Imperial  Bank  of 

Commerce  (2), 

Bank  of  Montreal 

berta 

Government 

Treasury  Branch. 

29. 

HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Rates 

Beer  License 

Royal 

35 

$2.50  up 

yes 

Lei  and 

22 

$2.00  up 

yes 

MOTELS 

No. 

of  Units 

Grade 

Rates 

Jackson’s  Tourist  Camp 

10 

1 star 

$3.50  up 

Oasis  Motel 

5 

4 star 

$5.00  up 

Trel’s  Motel 

5 

3 star 

$5.00  up 

4 

2 star 

$5.00  up 

1 unclassified 

$5.00  up 

Trailer  Parks— Ponoka  Trailer  Park,  Oasis  Motel,  Ponoka  Auto 
Court,  Campsites. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Baptist,  Lutheran  (3),  Open  Bible,  Pentecostal,  United 
Church  of  Canada  and  Roman  Catholic. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  I.O.O.F.,  B.P.O.E.,  Modern  Woodmen,  Eastern  Star,  Royal 
Purple,  I.O.D.E.,  Rehekahs,  Moose  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Foresters, 
Lions,  Kinsmen,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Cana- 
dian Legion,  Women’s  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross  Society,  Athletic  Association,  Ponoka  Cun  Club,  Oldtimers 
Association,  Home  and  School  Association,  Arena  Society,  Agricultural  Soc- 
iety, Horticultural  Society,  Rest  Room  Association,  Ponoka  Stampede  and 
Exhibition  Association,  Recreation  Commission,  Fish  and  Came  Association. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  Ponoka  School  District  is  a unit  of  the  County  of  Ponoka  No.  3. 
Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Typing, 
Bookkeeping,  Art,  Drama,  Home  Economics  and  Shop. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows : 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 


Elementary 

1-  6 

33 

914 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

14 

400 

High 

10-12 

10 

274 

The  Ponoka  Roman  Catholic  School  Division  No.  95  teaches  grades  1 
to  9.  There  are  9 teachers  and  184  pupils. 

35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Capitol 

550 

yes 

yes 

Legion 

250 

yes, 

yes' 

Elks 

550 

yes 

yes 

I.O.O.F. 

250 

yes 

yes 

United  Church 

400 

yes 

yes 

Anglican  Church 

200 

yes 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Ponoka  Jubilee  Library  is  a unit  of  the  Parkland  Regional 
Library.  The  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  town,  county,  provincial  government 
and  membership  fees.  Books  are  exchanged  with  other  libraries  in  the  re- 
gion. The  Library  is  open  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  from  2:30  to  5:00 
p.m.  and  7 :30  to  9 :00  p.m. 

Other  Activities : The  recreation  director  and  commission  is  respon- 
sible for  all  sports  and  other  activities  for  both  young  and  old  during  the 
entire  year. 

Local  orchestra,  drama,  art.  Music  teachers  are  available  for  voice, 
piano,  violin  and  wind  instruments. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys — Air  Cadets,  Scouts,  Cubs,  Teen  Town,  4-H  Clubs,  Church  Clubs 
Girls — Guides,  Brownies,  CGIT,  Teen  Town,  4-H  Clubs,  Church  Clubs 

38.  SPORTS 

Hockey  (senior  and  junior),  curling,  figure  skating,  baseball  (senior 
and  junior),  softball,  tennis,  golf,  boxing,  basketball  (men’s  and  ladies’), 
Health  Club,  Writers  Club,  Senior  Citizens  Club. 

Facilities — Covered  curling  rink  with  4 sheets  of  artificial  ice,  arena 
with  artificial  ice  (seating  capacity — 2,000),  swimming  pool,  wading  pools, 
baseball  diamond,  three  playgrounds,  stampede  grounds,  9-hole  golf  course 
(sand  greens  and  club  house). 

39.  FAIRS 

Stampede — -Annual  2-day  event. 

4-H  Club  Achievement  Days. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Fort  Ostell — One  mile  south  on  the  Edmonton-Calgary  Highway. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

United  Grain  Growers,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  Ponoka  Co-operative 
Association  (General  Store),  Central  Alberta  Dairy  Pool,  Ponoka  Co-opera- 
tive Livestock  Marketing  Association,  Ponoka  Co-op  Oils  Limited,  Ponoka 
Credit  Union,  Civil  Service  Savings  and  Credit  Union. 


42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Butcher  Shops 
Cartage  Delivery 
Chiropractors 
Olio  thing  (men’s) 
Clothing  ( women’s 
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& children’s)  4 

Coal  Dealer  1 

Cold  Storage  Looker  1 
Concrete  Block  Tile  1 
Confectionery  3 

Creameries  1 

Dentists  2 

Department  Store  1 
Doctors  7 

Drug  Stores  2 

Egg  Grading  Station  1 
Electrical  Appliances  2 
Electrical  Contractors  3 
Engineering  Works  1 
Peed  Mills  2 

Florists  2 

Funeral  Parlor  1 

Furniture  Stores  4 
Garages  & Service 
Stations  13 

Grain  Elevators  5 


13 


Total  Capacity  540,000  bus. 


Greenhouses 

Groceries 

Dairy  Bar 

Hardware 

Hatcheries 

Hotels 

Implements  (farm) 
Insurance  & Real 
Estate 
Jewellers 
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Type  of  Industry  ° 3 

or  Business  o' 

Z w 

Law  Offices  2 

Laundry-dry  cleaners  2 
Liquor  Store  1 

Livestock  Buyers  3 

Livestock  Watering 
Trough  Mfg.  1 

Lumber  Yards  4 

Milk  Distributors  1 

Motels  3 

Needlecraft  1 

Optometrist  1 

Oil  Distributors  5 

Painters  & 

Decorators  1 

Plumbers  3 

Pool  Room  2 

Printers  2 

Propane  Gas 
Distributor  2 

Photographers  2 

Radio  & Television 


Repairs  2 

Restaurants  7 

Seed  Cleaning  Plants  2 
Sash  & Door  1 

Shoe  Repairs  1 

Shoe  Stores  1 

Tailors  2 

Theatres  1 

Tinsmiths  2 

Transports  2 

Tire  Repairs  3 

Variety  Stores  2 

Veterinarian  2 

Vulcanizing  & 
Retreading  1 

Welding  & Machine 
Shops  2 

Wholesale 

Tobacconist  1 

Woodworking  3 
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Manufacturer 


43.  SITES 

Ponoka  can  offer  excellent  industrial  sites  with  trackage,  highways 
and  all  utilities  including  gas  and  considerable  industrial  ground  and  river 
water.  Detailed  information  on  ground  water  can  be  supplied  through  the 
Alberta  Research  Council.  Residential  property  can  also  be  purchased  from 
the  town  and  private  owners. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Provincial  Mental  Hospital,  located  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town, 
is  operated  by  the  Provincial  Government.  With  a staff  of  486  full  time  and 
46  temporary,  and  a monthly  payroll  of  well  over  $150,000,  provides  a stable 
economy.  The  majority  of  the  workers  at  the  hospital  reside  in  the  town. 

Grain  is  still  an  important  source  of  farm  cash  income  in  the  Ponoka 
district.  Farm  receipts  are  as  follows:  grain — 40%,  cattle — 30%,  hogs — 16%, 
dairying — 10%  and  other — 4%.  Wednesday  is  “hog  day’’  in  the  town.  Farm- 
ers bring  their  cattle  and  hogs  to  town  for  sale  or  to  ship. 

The  average  size  farm  in  the  County  of  Ponoka  is  approximately 
372  acres.  About  9%  of  all  farms  were  operated  by  non-resident  farmers. 
Nearly  three-quarters  of  all  farms  are  owner  occupied,  60%  of  the  farm  land 
is  improved,  75%  of  the  improved  area  is  in  crop,  18%  in  summerfallow  am. 
12%  in  pasture.  The  area  in  principal  crops  per  farm  were : wheat — 10  acres, 
oats — 32  acres,  barley — 61  acres  and  improved  hay  and  pasture — 50  acres. 

The  number  of  livestock  per  farm  was  as  follows : cattle — 31,  hogs 
— 19,  sheep — 5,  horses — 2.  There  is  an  average  of  about  100  hens  and  chicken 
per  farm. 

F'arm  mechanization  in  the  County  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  1.2  tractors  per  farm  compared  with  two  horses.  Trucks  are  maintained 
on  70%  of  all  farms,  50%  use  combines  and  approximately  80%  of  the  farms 
are  electrified. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  — 14  miles.  South  — 10  miles.  East  — 18  miles.  West  — 20  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  — 16,353. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  — 3,938. 


Modern  homes,  well  kept  lawns  ard  gardens  evoke  comment  from 
visitors  to  Ponoka 


